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Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

Statement from the Chair, Nancy C. Acevedo 

The Florida Commission on the Status of Women is 
administratively located in the Office of the Attorney 
General Pam Bondi. The Commission thanks her for her 
ongoing support of the Commission.  

It has been my great honor and privilege to serve as Chair of the Florida Commission on the Status of 
Women and to lead such a dynamic group this year. We started the year with many goals, including that 
of increasing the awareness of the need to elect more women to public office. Because of the hard work 
and dedication of the Commissioners and Staff, we have had a very successful and productive year.   
 
This highly talented group of individuals comes together as volunteers to research, analyze and make 
recommendations to the Governor, Cabinet and Legislature, on issues facing women and families in 
Florida. We have accomplished this and so much more during 2011! Among other things, we hosted a 
fabulous Florida Womenôs Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, published numerous fact sheets about issues 
important to women, redesigned our website and social networking pages, hosted a young womenôs 
leadership forum, and recognized numerous outstanding women and girls from across our state for their 
service to their communities. We have captured some of the most memorable moments from this year in 
this calendar.  
 
We hope that you find this calendar highlighting special memories and activities of the Commission and 
the historical information it reflects a useful and valuable tool. It has been an honor to serve this great 
state and I look forward to a bright future for the FCSW.  
 
Nancy C. Acevedo 
Chair, Florida Commission on the Status of Women  
2011-2012 



Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

First Quarterly Meeting, Tallahassee, FL 

The 2011/2012 FCSW Elected Officers (L-R) Commissioners Acevedo, McLeod, 
Hebert, Voss, Wall, and Kryak. 

Members of the Florida Commission  
on the Status of Women 

The Florida Commission on the Status of Women held its first quarterly meeting on March 23, 2011 at the Tallahassee Community College Capitol Center in 
Tallahassee, Florida. Highlights of the meeting included the installation of new officers and guest speakers from the Oasis Center for  Women and Girls. 

Susanne Hebert, Immediate Past Chair with 
2011ð2012 Commission Chair Nancy C. Acevedo. 

Commissioner Nancy Peek McGowan. 



SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

8  9  1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  

1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  1 9  2 0  2 1  

2 2  2 3  
 
 
 

2 4  2 5  2 6  2 7  2 8  

2 9  3 0  3 1      

January 2012 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day 

 
Welcome to the Florida 
Commission on the Status 
of Womenôs 2012 calendar, 
highlighting the work, 
events and 
accomplishments of the 
Florida Commission on the 
Status of Women. 

D U R I N G  T H I S  
M O N T H :  

 
January 3, 1949 ð
Margaret Chase Smith 
becomes the first woman to 
serve in both the House 
and Senate as she starts her 
tenure in the Senate, where 
she stays in office until 
1973. 

 
January 5, 1925 ðNellie 
Tayloe Ross of Wyoming 
was inaugurated Governor, 
making her Americaôs first 
female Governor. 
 
January 21, 1975 ðThe 
U.S. Supreme Court 
requires that women be 
treated the same as men in 
jury service selection. 
 
January 28, 1943 ðAll 
branches of the U.S. 
military included women.  

New Yearôs Day 



Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

 Florida Womenõs Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 2010-2011 Womenõs Hall of Fame Inductees 

Mary Brennan Karl  
1890-1948 

Anna Rodriguez accepts the honor from 
Governor Rick Scott during the induction 

ceremony. 

Anna I. Rodriguez 
1957- 

Former Florida Supreme Court Justice Fred Karl, son of 
Mary Brennan Karl, accepts the honor on her behalf 

from Governor Rick Scott. 

2010/2011 Inductees were honored during a ceremony at the Capitol Courtyard. Following the ceremony, a reception was held at the Governorôs Mansion in 
Tallahassee. The Florida Womenôs Hall of Fame honors women who, through their lives and efforts, have made significant contributions to the improvement of 
life for women and for all citizens of Florida. The event honoring the inductees serves as an acknowledgment of lifetime achievement, as well as a celebration.   



SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

   1  2  3  4  

5  6  7  8  9  1 0  1 1  

1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  

1 9  2 0  2 1  2 2  2 3  2 4  2 5  

2 6  2 7  2 8  2 9     

February 2012 

Valentineôs Day 

Presidentôs Day 

February is African 
American History Month, 
which commemorates the 
great accomplishments of 
African -Americans. 

D U R I N G  T H I S  
M O N T H :  

 
February 3, 1821 ðBirth 
of Elizabeth Blackwell, the 
first certified woman 
doctor.  
 
February 11, 1911 ð
Jeannette Rankin becomes 
the first woman to address 
the Montana Legislature, 
speaking for womenôs 
suffrage.. 
 
February 15, 1820 ð
Birth of Susan B. Anthony, 
who helped lead the 
movement for womenôs 
suffrage and womenôs 
rights.  
 
February 15, 1953 ð
Tenley Albright is the first 
American woman to win 
the World Figure Skating 
championship.  



Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

 2010-2011 Womenõs Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and Reception 

Members of the Florida Commission on the Status of Women with Governor Rick Scott and 
First Lady Ann Scott during the Womenôs Hall of Fame reception at the Governorôs Mansion. 

Florida Governor Rick Scott makes remarks at 
the Florida Womenôs Hall of Fame Induction 

Ceremony. 

In honor of Women's History Month, the Florida Commission on the Status of Women will induct the 2011 -2012 Women's Hall of Fame honorees  
on March 06, 2012, 5:00 PM  in the Capitol Courtyard in Tallahassee, FL. 

Florida Womenôs Hall of Fame Chair Claudia 
Kirk Barto gives remarks during the 

Ceremony. 

Bradenton Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey sings during 

the Induction Ceremony.  

Commissioner Motwani, Staff Member 
Manning, and Commissioners Acevedo and 

Kryak ready to enjoy the Ceremony. 



SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

    1  2  3  

4  5  6  7  8  9  1 0  

1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  
 

1 5  1 6  1 7  

1 8  1 9  2 0  2 1  2 2  2 3  2 4  

2 5  2 6  2 7  2 8  2 9  3 0  3 1  

March 2012 

St. Patrickôs Day 

March is Womenôs History 
Month, a month of great 
achievement for all women. 

D U R I N G  T H I S  
M O N T H :  

 
March 1, 1864 ðRebecca 
Lee of Boston, MA, became 
the first African -American 
women to earn a medical 
degree. 
 
March 4, 1917 ðSuffragist 
Jeanette Rankin became 
the first woman elected to 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 
 
March 5, 1994 ðThe U.S. 
Navy assigned the first 
women aboard a combat 
ship, the U.S.S. 
Eisenhower. 
 
March 31, 1776 ðAbigail 
Adams wrote her famous 
ñremember the ladiesò 
letter to her husband, John, 
urging him to include 
women as he helped 
construct the U.S. 
Constitution.  

International 
Womenôs Day 

2012  Womenôs Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony 



Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

 Second Quarterly Meeting Jacksonville, Florida  

(Left) -  Olympic Gold Medal Gymnast 
Shannon Miller addressed the 
Commission about her work regarding 
womenôs health and childhood obesity. 
 
(Right) - Commissioners consider 
FCSW business during the Commission  
meeting. 
 
(Below) - Commission members with 
Shannon Miller.  

The Commission held its second quarterly meeting in June 2011 in Jacksonville, Florida. Commissioners were addressed by Olympic Gold Medal Gymnast 
Shannon Miller. The Commission discussed ways in which the FCSW could address childhood obesity and womenôs health issues. 



SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

8  9  1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  

1 5  1 6  
 

1 7  1 8  1 9  2 0  2 1  

2 2  2 3  2 4  2 5  2 6  2 7  2 8  

2 9  3 0       

April 2012 

Florida Womenôs 
Hall of Fame 

Nominations Open Passover Begins 

Easter 

Earth Day 

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month. 

D U R I N G  T H I S  
M O N T H :  

 
April 2, 1870 ðVictoria 
Woodhull declared herself 
a candidate for President of 
the United States, a shock 
to the American public.  
 
April 4, 1928 ðBirth of 
Maya Angelou, author, 
poet, actor, singer. 
 
April 13, 1933 ðRuth 
Bryan Owens is the first 
woman to represent the 
U.S. as a foreign minister 
when she is appointed as 
envoy to Denmark. 
 
April 27, 1927 ðBirth of 
Coretta Scott King, civil 
rights activist.  
 
April 28, 1931 ðWomenôs 
track and field events 
approved for Olympics. 

Equal Pay Day 



Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

Commission Chair  Nancy C. Acevedo accepts an award 
from the NACW recognizing the Commissionôs Gender Bias 

in the Media program.  

 National Association of  Commissions for Women Convention 

Commission Chair Nancy C. Acevedo and FCSW Assistant Director Michele Manning represented the Florida Commission on the Status of Women (FCSW) at the 
National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW) during its 41st Annual Conference held July 20-23, 2011 at the Wyndham Phoenix in Phoenix, Arizona.  

Members of the Florida delegation in attendance at the meeting. 

Commission Chair  Nancy C. Acevedo visits with 
Commission members from across the country. 

The National Association of Commissions for Women  
Outstanding Achievement Award  

Presented to  
Florida Commission on the Status of Women  

for  
íGender Bias in the Mediaî Roundtable Discussion 

July 2011  



SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

  1  2  3  4  5  

6  7  8  9  1 0  1 1  1 2  

1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  1 9  

2 0  2 1  2 2  2 3  2 4  2 5  2 6  

2 7  2 8  2 9  3 0  3 1    

May 2012 

Motherôs Day 

Memorial Day  

May is National Physical 
Fitness and Sports Month 
and Osteoporosis 
Prevention Month.  

D U R I N G  T H I S  
M O N T H :  

 
May 1, 1950 ðGwendolyn 
Brooks became the first 
African -American woman 
to receive the Pulitzer prize 
for  poetry. 
 
May 15, 1947 ðFlorida 
State College for Women 
becomes Florida Statue 
University after it becomes 
co-educational. The 
University of Florida begins 
admitting women the same 
year. 
 
May 21, 1932 ðAmelia 
Earhart became the first 
woman to fly the Atlantic 
Ocean alone. 
 
 



Florida Commission on the Status of  Women 

Florida Womenôs Hall of Fame Member Anna Rodriguez 
delivers the keynote address on human trafficking. 

FCSW Staff and Commissioner Mona Jain, M.D., Ph.D. 
at the Commission exhibit at the celebration. 

 Womenõs Equality Day Celebration 

In 1971 the U.S. Congress designated August 26 as ñWomenôs Equality Day.ò The date was selected to commemorate the 1920 passage of the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution, granting women the right to vote. This was the culmination of a massive, peaceful civil rights movement by women that had its formal 
beginnings in 1848 at the worldôs first womenôs rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York. 

The young women in attendance were honored and 
encouraged to continue to act as leaders in their 
communities.  


