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Dear Floridian:

On behalf of the Florida Commission on the Status of Women, we are
honored to presentod 0 08/ 2009 F/ ori da Womenos
brochure. We invite you to share the experience of commemorating
womends history by remembering thos
contributions have positively affected both Florida and the United States.
The women of the Florida Womends Ha
their fields, accomplishing goals that previously had never been attained by

a female.

This brochure was created not only to honor these outstanding women, but
to help raise awareness about the great contribution of women to Florida
and United States history.

We hope you will find this brochure an informative and useful publication.
Sincerely,

Cothe

Claudia Kirk Barto
Chair, Florida Commission on the Status of Women

Florida Commission on the Status of Women Staff

Kelly S. Sciba, APR, Executive Director
Michele S. Manning, CPM, Administrative Assistant Il|
Ebony Harris, Staff Assistant
Kimberly Mehr, Administrative Secretary
Katie Rowe, Intern
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Executive Committee.
Claudia Kirk Barto, Chair
Susanne Hebert
Laura McLeod
Anne Voss
Janet Mabry
Carrie Estevez Lee
Mona Jain, M.D., Ph.D. Parliamentarian

W
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Barbara Jo Palmer

Commission Members:. 1948

Nancy Acevedo A pioneer in the development of programs for female atBlatbara
Dorothy BendrossMindingall _Palmd1las been nationally recognized for her efforts to establish equity
_ _ in sports for women.
Bertica CabreraMorris

Lourdes Castillo de la Pena Born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, she earned bachelor's and master's
degrees at Florida State University in 1970 and 1974. In 1977, Palmer

Sh.aI’OI’] Déy became FSU's Director of Women's Intercollegiate Athletics. FSU
Anastasia Garcia, Esq. women won five national championships and 22&wdrican
Deborah Jallad awards under her leadership.

Glorious Johnson She was chosen for the Florida Women's Hall of Fame in 1982 because

Amy Kryak of her lobbying work on Title IX, a 1972 federal mandate to ensure
Shellie Sachs Levin equitable treatment of girls and women in school athletic programs.

Alci Maldonado
Nancy Peek McGowan
Laurie Pizzo
Monica Russo
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Paula Mae Milton
19391980

A leader in the creative arts at MiBianle Community Colledeaula

Mae Miltowas born in Kentucky. She moved to Florida in 1954,
graduated from Stetson University in 1961, earned a master's degree
from the University of Miami in 1963, and a Ph.D. from Florida State
University in 1967.

As a poet, dramatist, and film maker, Dr. Milton inspired thousands of
students at Miandade. Among other activities, she started a Miami
theater company, -@haired a television drama series that was
produced in conjunction with the British Broadcasting Company, and
co-authored a textbook on drama.

Dr. Milton chaired the college's Creative Arts Department and was
active in many organizations when she suddenly died at age 41.
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Louise H. Courtelis
1932

Louise H. Courtefidicanopy is a successful international businesswoman, noted
philanthropist and longtime supporter of higher education and veterinary care in
Florida. Louise Courtelis was born on a dairy farm in Corfu, New York. She
moved to Florida in the early 1950s to attend the University of Miami, where she
earned her bachel ords degree in educ
Alec Courtelis, a successful real estate developer with whom she raised a son an
daughter. She taught at the Notre Dame Academy for Girls and Coral Gables
High School before dounding the Kendall Academy, a preschool and

elementary school in Miami. In 1970, she and her husband established Town anc
Country Farms in Mclintosh, Florida, eventually building it into the leading
Arabian horse racing facility in the nation.

Louise Courtelis and her husband convinced lawmakers to establish the Alec P.
Courtelis Facilities Enhancement Challenge Grant Program, which provides
matching state dollars for major private donations that support construction and

renovations in Florida6s public univ
Florida, she helped to raise more than $8 million while serving as chairwoman of
the Deands Advisory Council for the

Formerly chairwoman of the UF Foundation, she has been instrumental in the
success of larger fundraising campaigns, including a UF capital campaign that
raised $850 million starting in 1997. Louise Courtelis is the recipient of numerous
awards, including the Special Service Award from the UF College of Veterinary
Medicine in 2002. She also received
Achievement Award in 1993 in honor of her contributions on behalf of veterinary
medicine. She received the E.T. York Service Award in 1994 from the Board of
Regents.
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Senator Gwen Margolis
1934

Senator Gwen Maugfdisami is a longtime elected official whose historic
achievements in office have paved the way for many other women. First
elected to the Florida House of Representatives in 1974, she was re
elected three times before being elected to the Senate in 1980. In the
Senate, she chaired committees including Finance, Tax and Claims, and
Appropriations, where she helped deal with the budget crisis facing
Florida at the time. In 1990, Senator Margolis was named President of the
Florida Senate, becoming the first woman in the United States to serve as
president of any Senate. While President, she spearheaded landmark ope
government and open records legislation. She also helped secure passag
of legislation touted at the time as the toughest ethics in the country. She
served eight years on the Mirade County Commission and served six

of those years as Chairman. She welegted in 2002 to the Florida
Senat e, where she served until 2 C
Women in the World and the Whods
received numerous awards including the Florida Chamber of Commerce

oLegislator of the Year 6, the Nor
Gol d Coast Chamber of Commerce 0V
0Glass Ceilingé award from the FI

Professional Women. A real estate investor and realtor, she lives in Miam
and has four adult children and seven grandchildren.
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Wilhelmina Celeste Goehring Harvey
1918 2005

Wilhelmina Harvess the first woman elected to the Monroe County
Commission and the first woman mayor of Key West.

She graduated from Florida State College for Women (now FSU) in
1937 and earned a master's degree in public administration in 1980. An
educator, businesswoman, and civic leader, she was chosen as one of
the first four living women in the Women's Hall of Fame because of

her 50 years of volunteer service in the Keys.

She served as president of the Florida Federation of Business and

Professional Women's Clubs in 3832and has received numerous
honors.
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Elaine Gordon
19312000

Elaine Gorduamas the first woman inducted into the Florida Women's
Hall of Fame.

Born in New York, she moved to Florida in 1964. During the
Constitutional Revision Session in 1968, she was a legislative assistant
to State Representative George Firestone, who later became Secretary
of State. In 1972, she was elected to the House of Representatives and
in 1992, in her 20th year of service, became the Dean of the Florida
House.

She was the first woman elected Speakdrefipore and, among

many other honors, was the first recipient of the State of Florida
United Way Humanitarian Award. During her tenure, she sponsored
legislation creating the Florida Commission on the Status of Women.
She has been internationally recognized as a leader in the fight for
human rights. In 1994, Gordon announced her retirement.
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Betty Schlesinger Sembler
1931i

Betty Schlesinger Sefmbleaisure Island has dedicated more than three decades to
fighting the war on drugs, starting in 1976 when she and her husband Melvin Semb
became founding members of Straight, Inc., a nonprofit drug treatment program the
served 12,000 young people across the country. She also has helped shape nation
antidrug policies through her work starting in the8@glwith the White House
Conference foraDrdgr ee Ameri ca and as a member
Task Force in Florida. Betty Sembler also has served on the board of DARE Floridz
and DARE America, a hational organization that providedragteducation to
elementary and middle school students. She was vice chairwoman of DARE
International and has campaigned against liberal drug policies around the world wh
traveling with her husband, who served as U.S. Ambassador to Australia and to the
Republic of Italy. She is founder and president of Save Our Society from Drugs anc
the Drug Free America Foundation Inc., whose missions are to promote sound drug
policy, drug free workplaces, high school and college student awareness programs
dissemination of scientific knowledge, establishment of drug free standards for the
international community through The International Taskforce on Strategic Drug
Policy and The Drug Prevention Network of the Americas. Betty Sembler has also
served on the boards of the Florida H
Foundation, the Florida House in Washington, D.C., and the University of Florida
Brain Addiction Research Advisory Council. In May 2005, Mrs. Sembler was induct
as a special agent of the Drug Enforcement Agency and in March 2008, the Drug
Enforcement Agency Museum Foundation presented her with its Lifetime
Achievement Award in honor of her lifelong commitment to fighting drug addiction.
Her efforts also have been recognized by The Houston Drug Free Business Initiativ
and the Girl Scouts of Suncoast Counc
in 2000. Betty and Mel, her husband of 56 years, are the proud parents of three
children and 11 grandchildren.
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Justice Barbara J. Pariente
19487

Justice Barbara J. Pariéitst Palm Beach and Tallahassee is only the
second woman to serve on Floridat
Justice from 2002006. Throughout a legal career begun in 1973, she has
shown a passionate commitment to improving the lives of women,
children, and families in Florida, especially those whose disadvantages in
life have brought them into courts. Since her appointment to the Court in
1997, she has championed drug col
program to rehabilitate people who commit minor crimes because of
substance abuse, rather than imposing the more expensive and less

successful alternative of jail. ¢
Unified Family Courts, a judicial approach to help ensure that each
familyds | egal problems are manac

team. In her career, Pariente has mentored sg®ohildren, has
encouraged mentoring programs, and has worked directly to help juvenile
offenders. In 2003, she turned a personal tradedgst cancérinto a

public victory by sharing her successful treatment with Florida and
national media. During this period, she never missed a court hearing, eve
appearing wigless in cases that were widely broadcast. Pariente graduate
fifth in her law school class at George Washington University in 1973 and
immediately began a successful tweatylegal career, first as a Florida
feder al di strict court l aw cl er k,
women trial attorneys. She is married to Judge Fred A. Hazouri of

FIl oridads Fourth District Court ¢
grandmother.
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Helene S. Coleman
1925

President of the National Council of Jewish Wokelene Coleman's
life has been that of a fulltime volunteer.

She was born in New York and graduated from Hunter College in
1945. Her volunteer work in guardian ad litem programs in
Jacksonville became a model for others in the state, and she has
chaired and served on the boards of social work projects in foster care,
mental health, juvenile justice, and other community endeavors.

Coleman has received a number of awards and honors for her
volunteerism.
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